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Government repeated what they had said before and refused
to commit themselves. A temporary settlement of this question
was reached later on, for, when we sent destroyer flotillas
to the Mediterranean to protect Allied, or, more particularly,
British trade routes, we made this demand one of our
conditions, and England at last agreed. But, at the Paris
Peace Conference, the principle of annexation was repudiated
and that of administration by mandatories of the League of
Nations substituted for it. Now that Japan has withdrawn
from the League this action has provided fuel for another
conflagration.
[On the question of our mandates in the Pacific, reference
to the author's War Clouds over the Pacific is requested.]
Continuation of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance.
Although Japan earnestly desired that the Alliance
should be continued, it had been viewed with disfavour in
England from the time of its third revision. There was a
variety of reasons for this : The principal aim and end of
England's policy in China was the maintenance of her
possessions and of her financial supremacy ; after the war
with Russia, Japan was thought to have inclined towards
militarism; England considered that Japan's commercial
and industrial activities in Manchuria interfered with her
own ; in 1920, England, on her own initiative, proposed a
four-power loan to China, the object of which was to check
Japanese financial activities in Eastern Asia ; after the
making of the Anglo-Russian Treaty in 1907, the Alliance,
as directed against Russia, had lost its point and was con-
sidered no longer necessary. But a much stronger reason
than any of these was the thought, as relations between
Japan and America grew more strained, of being dragged in
willy-nilly to fight America, Japan's representatives pro-
tested that even if, by any chance, she did go to war with
America, it would not mean that England would have
to come to her assistance. And in order to pacify England,
they went so far as to make offers and advances which were
hardly consistent with Japan's dignity. However, the English
were too obsessed with their bogey to listen.
On the American side, denunciations of the Alliance
grew louder and more insistent. The Americans pointed to